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Welcome to  a Special Easter  

Edition of Yorsay. Which con-

tains the Presidents Easter 

Message and one from 

Stephen. 

 

YORSAY Easter 2010 

 

From the Chair’s Desk 

As is so often the case for many of us, it has been a busy Lent and not least the week 

prior to Holy Week. In some ways for me it was wonderful preparation for my own partici-

pation in the remembering of those last days of Jesus’s earthly life. 

Firstly, I was privileged to spend some days with the President of Conference while he 

was with us in the York & Hull District. Presidential visits vary, but are always a time to 

reflect on the life of the District, and to reflect together on how God is at work in the life of 

the people called Methodist and our ecumenical partners. Please do read David Gam-

ble’s own reflections on his visit, in his Easter message which is reported in this Easter 

edition of YORSAY. 

Secondly, just after the President left us I headed for the Northern Church Leaders’ Re-

treat at Hinsley Hall in Leeds. It is annual event which is customarily held just before Holy 

Week, and which therefore provides some space to prepare spiritually. Tom Wright, 

Bishop of Durham, started our sessions with a typically brilliant lecture on The Landscape 

of Luke’s Account of the Passion. Three of our colleagues then shared brief reflections on 

characters within the story, before we were all challenged to spend some significant time 

thinking ourselves into one of those whom Luke involves in the Passion. I was given the 

task to consider one of the criminals who were crucified with Jesus – a daunting chal-

lenge, but one which I found to be rewarding, and I surprised myself with some of my 

thoughts. The following morning we gathered in groups with those who had been given 

the same character, and so Salvation Army, Baptist, Catholic, Anglican and Methodist 

together shared what we had felt it was like to be alongside Jesus there on those three 

crosses. 

Have you ever tried to enter into the story in that way?  It isn’t new, as St Ignatius encour-

aged such an approach to reflection on the Bible. It is worth a try – especially in this 

Easter season, but do give yourself plenty of time, as we found the session just flew by. I 

found myself thinking of God’s prevenient grace – unexpected and undeserved, not just 

for that criminal, but for me and available for everyone. It is a facet of the Easter story 

which will remain with me. 

And now I write as once again the amazing drama unfolds, and we dare to look forward 

to the celebration once again of the resurrection of Jesus – not only true on Easter Day, 

but on every day. 

For that, thanks be to God! And have a really good Easter season. 

Stephen  
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òI am writing this in York, during a visit to the York and Hull District 

where I spent the first thirteen years of my ministry, from 1974 to 1987, 

first in Tadcaster and then in York itself. It has been an amazing and 

often very moving few days. Among other things, on the Sunday morning 

I preached at the sung Eucharist at York Minster. In the evening I 

revisited Clowes Memorial Church in Hull West Circuit, where I preached 

my first ever sermon in January 1966. Needless to say, I used a different 

sermon this time round ð though I didnõt meet anyone who claimed to 

remember my earlier one! 

 

òOn the Tuesday I revisited Hull University, where I studied Law from 1965 to 1968. I was shown round 

the much enlarged University campus and met with the Director and Assistant Director of the Law School 

and then the Vice-Chancellor. We talked about the University as it is now and its vision for the future. As 

we arrived at the University and parked the car, I noticed someone standing close to where we were 

parking, as if making sure we werenõt parking in the wrong space. I got out of the car and the person 

spoke my name. It was someone whoõd 

been a Hull student (and a MethSoc 

member) at the same time as I was there, 

who had seen from the local paper that I 

was due to be visiting, and wanted to 

come and say hello. After 42 years! A 

very special moment.  

 

òBack in York we drove round the city 

walls, one of Yorkõs many well-known 

attractions. They are particularly 

attractive at this time of the year, as the 

daffodils begin to bloom. By Easter Day, 

and given a bit more sunshine, the grass 

slopes around the walls will be a sea of yellow. 

 

òAs I enjoyed the sight of the daffodils and reflected on my years spent in and near York, I remembered 

one or two funeral services I had taken at this time of year. I had sometimes spoken of the emerging 

daffodils as signs of new life outside the city wall ð and suggested that this was very close to what this 

time of Holy Week and Easter is about. New life, outside the city wall. Echoes here of the first verse of the 

hymn ôThere is a green hill far awayõ.  
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òI also recollected that I was a minister in York at the time David Jenkins became Bishop of Durham and 

at the time of the controversy when he was quoted as describing the story of the resurrection as ôa con-

juring trick with bones.õ  What he had actually said was that it had to be ômore than a conjuring trick 

with bonesõ. And, rather more importantly, heõd suggested that the real proof and point of the resurrec-

tion was not about the precise details of what happened with the bones of Jesus 2000 years ago. What 

really mattered was our experience of the risen Lord now. That is why in our Easter liturgies we acclaim 

ôHe is risenõ, not just ôHe did riseõ. The heart of the gospel is about now, not long ago and far away. 

 

This yearõs lectionary gospel has been Luke, in many ways my favourite gospel. The writer of Luke often 

emphasises the ônownessõ (if there is such a word) of Godõs action in Jesus. So, for example, on the day 

at the beginning of his ministry when he went to his local synagogue and read from the scroll of Isaiah 

he then said ôToday this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearingõ (Luke 4.21). Here and now.   

 

òIn many ways, the challenge facing us as a church today is precisely about witnessing to Godõs love in 

action here and now. Obviously that is partly about engaging with the story of what happened 2000 

years ago in Palestine. But it is also about witnessing to Godõs love in action here and now in the lives of 

individuals and groups and communities in 21st century Britain and all around the world. 

 

òEach year I have heard Presidents and Vice-Presidents returning from their travels, telling stories of 

some of the people they have met and things they have seen on their visits. They have sounded excited, 

moved and energised by what they have experienced. Now that I am three quarters of the way through 

my year of such visits I know exactly why. There are some impressive and important stories to be told. 

Not of how things used to be. Not of our churchõs former greatness. Not of our happy memories. But of 

Godõs love in action in the lives of people here and now. The stories come from all over the place.  And it 

is important we share them.   

 

òMy March visit to the York and Hull District was a great chance for me to revisit old haunts and to meet 

people from my past.  But it was an even greater chance to be reminded of the signs of new life happen-

ing now ð outside the city walls of York, but also in individuals, churches and communities all over the 

world.   

 

òThe Lord is risen. He is risen indeed, alleluia!ó 

 

David Gamble 
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