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Dear Friends  

Welcome to the August Edition 

of YORSAY.  Let me have news 

from your Churches and Cir-

cuits; contact details as the foot 

of the newsletter. Just a re-

minder that is up to you!!  Make 

sure you send me your details 

in good time so that others can 

plan what and where to visit.  

At several peoples request I 

have dispensed with large areas 

of coloured background with 

the exception of the front page 

I hope that this will make copy-

ing easier for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yorsay is not only meant for 

those who receive it via their 

e mail address it is hoped 

that at least one person in 

each church will copy it and 

make it available to All  

members of the congrega-

tion  via notice boards or 

through church newsletters.  

¶  

  

Methodist Church elects 

new President and Vice 

President Designate  

 

The Revd Alison Tomlin has been 

elected President Designate of 

the Methodist Conference for 

2010 - 2011, and Deacon Eunice 

Attwood has been elected Vice 

President Designate. The elec-

tions were announced at the an-

nual Methodist Conference in 

Wolverhampton.  

 

Alison Tomlin is currently Chair of the Northampton Methodist District, having previously 

chaired the Oxford and Leicester District. In September she will become co -

Superintendent of the Thames Valley Methodist Circuit with her husband Dave. She has 

served the Church as a minister for 25 years, having originally been ordained in Wolver-

hampton in 1984.  

 

Alison said; 'It is a great privilege to be elected as President Designate and I am humbled 

to be trusted with this role by the Conference. In my year of Presidency I will seek to help 

the Church be more receptive to go where God is inviting us. The Church has not always 

been very good at risk - taking but it's easier to take risks when we are confident in God's 

love and listening for God's voice.'  

  

Central to Alison's ministry has been the imaginative use of the Bible in prayer. She said; 

'The Church has designated 2011 as the Year of the Bible and this will be very important 

and exciting for me in my year of office.'  

 

Eunice Attwood works as part of a team of lay and ordained ministers in a busy city centre 

church in Newcastle. She has been instrumental in establishing the Newcastle Street Pas-

tors Project and supports work with asylum seekers, street workers and teenage runaways. 

Eunice spent 12 years working as an Intensive Care Unit nurse and brings experience of 

hospital chaplaincy and 10 years of serving the Church as a member of the Diaconal Or-

der. She is a Methodist Local Preacher and a part - time diaconal tutor at the Wesley Study 

Centre in Durham.  

 

Eunice said; 'As a member of the Methodist Diaconal Order it's a real honour to be elected 

Vice President Designate. I am passionate about enabling the people of God to reach out 

to and better engage with their communities. In my year as Vice President, I hope to in-

spire God's people to reconnect with the servant ministry to which we are all called and 

celebrate the rich contribution of the Diaconal Order to the life and work of the Church.'  

 

Eunice Attwood                                 Alison Tomlin 



Chairõs Sabbatical Reflections 

Ministers are known to have an ambivalent relationship to our Standing Orders in CPD (Constitutional Practice and 

Discipline of the Methodist Church),  except perhaps that Standing Order which requires them to take a three month 

sabbatical after ten years from first being stationed, and then at seven year intervals. Sabbaticals are a much appreci-

ated gift from the Church to us as ministers, and I trust that we repay that gift in our refreshed ministry after them.  

My previous sabbatical was while I was Superintendent Minister in Cambridge. I spent most of those three months 

studying for two modules of an MA course in Pastoral Theology, as well as some reading of novels. The aim was to 

read one per week, but rather good weather meant that the vegetable patch received more attention than the book 

pile for some of the weeks.  

For my recent sabbatical, I took the opportunity of a major sailing trip with the Rona Sailing Project. I have taken 

young people sail training for nearly forty years now, and last summer I skippered a girlsõ crew to second place in 

class in a race from Bergen to Den Helder. That fitted into a normal holiday slot, but this year a five week trip marvel-

lously coincided with the sabbatical opportunity.  

The Transatlantic Tall Ships Race series is still underway as I write, and the fleet is due in Belfast during August after 

four legs taking in Vigo, Tenerife, Bermuda, Charleston, Boston and Halifax (Nova Scotia). I sailed as Mate (or second 

skipper, which we require for long distance races) on the race 

from Vigo to Tenerife. We were on board Rona II, a 68ft ketch 

(i.e. yacht with two masts) with 23 of us in the shipõs company 

ð skipper, mate, 3 watch officers, 3 watch leaders, 15 crew 

between 15 and 25 years old.  

We left our base on the River Hamble in April and set sail for 

northern Spain as the race was due to start in Vigo, where the 

fleet was to gather. My previous voyage across the Bay of Bis-

cay in 2000 was breezy to put it mildly ð it took us eight days 

of gale force winds and more. This year we managed it in just 

over three days with the large spinnaker set for most of the 

time ð it was a fast and smooth passage.  

Our landfall was La Coruña where we spent a couple of nights 

before a gentle cruise down the rias of northern Spain. We 

spent time race training ð spinnakers up and down, changing 

headsails, reefing the mainsail, etc. We anchored and swam, 

and had a barbecue on a beach, and focussed ourselves on the 

task ahead of us. Three nights were spent in Vigo with the rest 

of the international fleet, with partying, a formal dinner for 

captains and first officers and much singing and getting to 

know the other crews.  

A parade of sail led us out of the Ria de Vigo and down to the start line. The large, traditional tall ships start first; 

Rona II is in the last class to start. We were thrilled to be first over the line after our gun, with spinnaker flying and we  

were off to six days of exhilarating racing. For nearly all the time we had a following wind and our large headsails or 

spinnakers were well - used. So well - used in fact that there was some gear failure for us and our competitors. That is 

all part of the challenge, of course. Rona IIõs crew quickly settled into the routine of a long sail ð on watch; off watch; 

mother watch, who cook and clean and generally take care of those doing the actual sailing. We are required to report 

our positions regularly by radio to Race Control, who then report back with race positions.  

òA Birthday on Boardó 



 We knew that we were doing well, although a German yacht Peter von Danzig  was much fast than us but with a stiffer 

handicap. We had calm periods and windy periods; we had some fantastic cooking and some meals which were a bit 

less appetising; we had some hilarious moments, and just a bit of seasickness.  

The final stretch to the finish line off the northeast corner of Tenerife was nail - biting, with Peter von Danzig  only 

about three miles ahead of us for the last few hours. They just took line honours and we were second, reassured by 

their handicap which meant that on corrected time we had made it! There was a spontaneous party on board Rona II, 

before a night sail to Gran Canaria for a few 

days cruising.  

The fleet gathered in Tenerife in due course ð 

much partying again and resuming those in-

ternational friendships which are integral to 

Tall Ships Races. Another crew parade through 

the harbour area before the prize giving, and 

then handing over to the girlsõ crew who had 

flown out to take Rona II on leg two to Ber-

muda. We had achieved our goal ð to be first 

in our class ð but itõs really more than the 

sailing. Itõs actually about living together in a 

fairly confined space; cooking for each other; 

going to bed and getting up when told to do 

so; washing up and cleaning (yes, and the 

heads, i.e. toilets); not being able to give up 

even if youõre tired or seasick or fed up. One of the younger members of crew said to me on the flight home that heõd 

remember it for the rest of his life ð and I think I will too.  

And the rest of my sabbatical? Well, there was some reading, of novels again, and theology. I attended a dayõs confer-

ence on Paul, and the Northern Church Leadersõ Retreat. I cleared large piles of paper from my study, and did those 

jobs around the house which somehow donõt get done in the normal busyness of life. And yes, I was looking forward 

to getting back to work, honestly!  

My thanks are especially due to Richard Andrew (Deputy Chair), Heather Shipman (Synod Secretary) and Siân Hender-

son (District Administrator) who held the fort so competently for those three months, and for the Methodist Church 

for providing sabbatical opportunities.  

And thanks be to God for a wonderful creation (especially including the sea!) for us to enjoy, and for young people 

who maybe just help to keep us a little younger than we would otherwise be.  

Stephen Burgess  

(Chair of District)  

 

A photo sequence of Stephenõs trip in the tall Ships Race is now on line on http://www.yorkhullmethodist.org.uk/

news.php?id=197  

 

òThe Old Men on boardó 
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 Holgate  Methodist In the York South Circuit is celebrating itõs 

Centenary in 2010 and is planning a year of celebration commenc-

ing October 2009 [Which commemorates the laying of the Founda-

tion Stone] The Celebrations will end 12th September 2010 com-

memorating the opening of the Church. They would welcome 

memories , Photographs and memorabilia from past members and 

friends.  

 

Copies of the programme of events available from Angela Skilbeck 

28 Manor Drive South York YO26 5SA  [tel 01904 792301]  


