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As this Newsletter goes 0to printdé our Chai
way to Portsmouth for the annual Methodist Conference which is actually three conferences in o
0 Ministerial & Diaconal and Representative with Ordinations on the Sunday.

| know that to some people the Conference means absolutely nothiédput it does. Our representa
tives will make decisions that will affect the church for at least the next 12 months if not for the
next 50 years.

Some retort that all the decisions have been made before conference and that it just rubber
stamps the reports. Think about the amount of work that has gone into making those reports, thd
number of hours involved finding an amenable solution to a problem and then the writing of the
report itself. Ok in many cases the report is technically rubber stamped by the Conference but |
have been behind the scenes when someone has put a point of order in Conference over a part
lar phrase or doctrine in a report and the legal and technical work undergone back stage to clarif
and to make sure that the report is what conference wants is unbelievable.

Methodist Conference is important and not just a jolly for the representatives in staying in 3 or 4
star hotels. Sure there is the fun aspect to Conference with the fellowship of meeting old friends
ministers. Making new acquaintances Throughout the connexion [which may help in future time
the over eating. Conference reminds the Church that they are part of a Connexddpart of a na-
tionwide and world wide fellowship. So please spare a thought and your prayers for your reps tq
conferenced the staff and volunteers working long hours behind the scenes to make Conferencs
work dThe ordinands setting out on their new life as presbyters and for those who will lead our
church for the next year Alison Tomlin and Eunice Attwood.

Alison Tomlin Eunice Attwood

Details of how you can follow conference can be found in articles further on in this publication.
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Statement from Cumbria church leaders

Statement from Cumbria church leaders on the shootings that took place in West Cumbria on
Wednesday 2 June 2010

3 June 2010

Our thoughts and prayers are with all those who have been caught up in the terrible events of yes
day, but particularly they are with the family and friends of those who have been killed or injured.
community grieves deeply at the losses we have suffered; the confusion and pain-lasting.long

We are all grateful for the dedication of all those members of the emergency services who have
worked tirelessly to help the injured and to bring the situation to a conclusion. We also pay tribute
the members of the public who did what they could to help other people, perhaps total strangers,
had been wounded.

All the churches from across a very wide area have been, and will continue to be, involved in sup
ing those affected by yesterdayds tragedy.
clergy will be available to support the hospital and emergency services chaplains as required. Th
church will continue to play a longer term role in providing support and sanctuary to those who ne
it, and we strongly encourage all churches in the area to make their buildings and people availabl
people to come and pray, light candles and have someone to talk to.

The communities of West Cumbria are étlogeand hugely supportive, and we know that people
throughout the area will be caring deeply for each other both now and in the months to come. Chi
tians in Cumbria and further afield are praying for everyone who has been affected, and are doing
rything they can to offer comfort and practical help at a local level.

The Right Revd James Newcome, Bishop of Carlisle

The Revd Rachel Poolman, President of the United Reformed Church Cumbria Area and Preside
gether in Cumbria

The Revd Richard Teal, Chair of the Cumbria Methodist District

The Right Revd Michael Campbell, Roman Catholic Bishop of Lancaster

The Revd John Goddard, Cumbria Baptist Network Minister



http://www.whitehaven-methodist-circuit.org.uk/gallery/target8.html

Prayer for our communities

O God, Creator of us all,

in your Son, Jesus you have walked the way of darkness and death,

you send your Spirit of healing and truth to all in need

We pray for those injured or bereaved by inexplicable violence

May your gracious compassion surround and uphold them

We pray for all individuals and communities whose lives have been changed by this tragedy
May your sustaining love be present in all expressions of support offered and help received
We give thanks for the commitment and dedication of the emergency services

And pray that they may be given the strength they need to serve others

We give thanks for the resilience and courage of West Cumbrians

And pray that the bonds of community care and concern may hold fast at this time

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer

And let our cry come unto you

Amen.

Prayer for the people of Cumbria

As the shocking news unfolds aboutidsaths of 13 people and injuries sustained by 11 others in
the shootings which took place on Wedneadaye in West Cumbria, we offer our prayers to
God, for everyone involved.

Lord God
We pray for all those affected by the tragedies surrounding so many communities in Cumbria.

Enfold in your arms those who endure the devastating sudden loss of loved ones, friends, colleac
and neighbours. Through the grief, the shock and despair pour out your Spirit, your comforter, to
carry them through these days when all is hurt, confusion and disbelief.

Bring hope and healing to those who are inamddor their families who can only wait and trust in
the skill of the medical staff. And for all those caring for the injured Lord, equip them with your gift
of healingand sustain them as they try to rebuild shattered bodies and minds.

So many of your children are affected by these tragathesy) so many suffering and trying to

come to terms with what they have witnessed, heard or read about. We pray for whole communiti
d families, friends, schools, businesses, churches and faith bodies, neighbours, colleagues, the p
andhospital staff. Draw them together Lord, comfort, heal and offer hope for the future, through
Jesus Christ whgmes before us and shares our grief. Amen



News item from the Snaith and Selby circuit.

On May 22nd, the Snaith and Selby Circuit held its Annual Day of Prayer, with each church open for two hours (during a
12 hour period) for prayer, meditation and reflection. The three Circuit Ministers, Revs Linda Day, Geoff Shutt and Sally
Coleman decided they would visit each church and lead a short time of worship and prayer but they would do it by push
bike.

Together with Mike Day, Christine Shutt and our new Youth Worker, Angela Feather, the three ministers completed their
circuit of the Circuit in the scheduled 12 hours on the hottest day of the year, covering 67 miles to 19 churches with
temperatures reaching 30 deg C. It was a very impressive feat and one which is unlikely to be replicated by any other
Circuit in the District (says he, throwing down a challenge!)

The Ride was also used to raise money, through sponsorship and donations, for Christian Aid. We set an optimistic tar-
get of £1000 but, amazingly, £2000 has been raised to date, with more money still trickling in. A number of people
around the District gave money at Synod or sent in money. On behalf of those involved, | would like to thank all those
who generously contributed and supported our cyclists and for the money given for Christian Aid.

Tony Service
(Communication and Link OfficerSnaith and Selby Methodist Circuit)

Photo (c) 2010 Sally Coleman [Taken from her facebook profile


http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4736738&id=523186582

I am running a project called "Mystery Worship" with the connexional Children and Youth Team, and a charity called Changsmake
The research side of it is drawing to a close now, and | would really love it if we could get together to "celebrate alistijabd" about

our worship.

Everyone in the district is warmly invited to an event on the 25th of June at Trinity Methodist Church in York, from 7.3Qmih9pm,
which will share some feedback from the project, and celebrate some of the best bits with a short act of worship.

Celebration
Event

Come and celebrate
all that is good

Trinity Methodist Church, Monkgate, York
25th June, 7.30pm

1N
The Methodist Church SRANSEMANEERS

Please can you bring some youthy types to this event if at all possible?

Lydia Barlow
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Clergy Movements

We are coming to the time of year when we say goodbye to some of our District Staff and welcome others .

In:

Patricia Malham (probationer, Ripon and Bedale)
Kathryn Jackson (Withernsea, super)

Jennifer McKenzie (York South, super)

Francis Nabieu (to York North from Sierra Leone)

Out:

John Brown ( sitting down [retiring])
Barbara Routley

Paul Lucas

Stuart Ellis

Moving:
Keith Himsworth from York South to Hornsea [as Super]
Randall Barlow from Hornsea to Hull West [as Presbyter]

To those who are moving within the District and to Pastures new Thank you for your work and God go with you . To
those who are new to the District welcome.

Colombia Weekend

Bishop Juan Alberto Cardona Goémez leader of the Methodist Church in
Colombia will be in Scarborough for the weekend of 25" = 27 June.

lhere are two opportunities to meet him.

Saturday 26" June, 6:00-8:00 Social Evening with games and
refreshments for all ages at South Cliff methodist Church.

Sunday 27" June, 12:30 Buffet Lunch at Northstead methodist
Church
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June to Septem

South Cliff Methodist Church
Filey Road, Scarborough, YO11 2SF
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The reports from volumes 1 and 2 of tbenference Agendaare now online http://
www.methodistconference.org.uk/index.cfm?page=reps.content&cmid=54

This year is shapingp to be very interesting, with some hot topics on the blleck out the draft programme
http://www.methodistconference.org.uk/index.cfm?page=reps.content&cmid=44

1 We're also extremely pleased to announce that, not
-'-D LI\fE AU DIO only will people be able to listen to the Conference live

online (in partnership with Premier Christian Radio), thi
year Conference fans will also be ablevatich the debates as they unfoldas we
stream the video live through the Conference web site http://
www.methodistconference.org.uk/

. Please spread the wordhe Conference belongs to all of us, not just those who attel
so it would be wonderful to be able to get people more engaged with and interes
the debates.

CONFIRMATION. Thomas Geoffrey Wright and Evangeline Anne Sellars were received into membership of the Church
by Confirmation at Snainton Chapel in the Sherburn Circuit on Sunday June 13th. Matthew William Wright took out
joint Methodist/Anglican membership. Pat Thorn and Susan Lumb joined Snainton church by transfer from other

churches, while at Ayton, Susan Walls  joined the local congregation by transfer.



RIDING LIGHTS SUMMER THEATRE
SCHOOL
6A brill i ant week, all i

Riding Lights Theatre Company, whose

work is informed by the Christian faith,

is delighted to announce that booking is

now open for its sixteenth annual Sum-

me r Theatre School . Thi s
for the week will be Powerful Stuff!

(power 0 precious or dangerous?) . The
Summer Theatre School takes place be-

tween Saturday 24 ™ - Saturday 31 st July

in the beautiful setting of Harrogate
Ladiesd Coll ege, North Y

During the week over 100 individuals
from all walks of life and from across
the world come together to take part in
a variety of theatre courses. Many peo-
ple come more than once 0 Les Ellison
who has gone on to write for Riding
Lights says he has 0l os
number of times he has attended al-
though knows itds in d c
Les got involved in the Summer School
after seeing a play in his local church
which 6étouched him in ways that a church service didndtd. Thi
Les working with a drama teacher at a | ocal prison. Several
tre Schools have gone on to professional careers in the theatre, as actors, writers and directors. Jamie Higgins who
has been to four Summer Schools hopes to continue his career in Christian theatre with a long term view of looking
into ministry.

Courses cover a range of theatrical skills and participants d
course is tutored by a team of professional directors, designers, writers and other theatre practitioners and perform-
ers.

Open to everyone aged over 14, the Summer Theatre School week is a tremendous experience for anyone with an in-
terest in theatre. There are courses in writing and storytelling as well as performance courses, both scripted and de-
vised. This year there is also a musical theatre course for young people.

Edith Kirkwood, one of this yeard6s Roughshod actor s, first | e
two year wait before she could join. Since then she has been every year testing her own dedication to become an ac-
tor and using her experiences in helevelx ecently completed GCSEG®Gs
Summi ng up the week Les said: OWhil st the purpose of Summer S
knowledge perhaps most importantly lifelong friendships are made with like -minded people from acros:
Anyone interested in finding out more is asked to call 01904 655317, e -mail summerschool@rltc.org or visit

www.ridinglights.org/sts



mailto:summerschool@rltc.org
http://www.ridinglights.org/sts

