
From the Chairõs Desk 

Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre is a most wonderful and peaceful place, not far 

from the centre of Birmingham, but nevertheless somewhere which feels to be away 

from it all in a beautiful organic garden, with a lake and rowing boat. It was the home 

of George Cadbury who, like Joseph Rowntree, was both a chocolate maker and a 

Quaker. His home is now a place of study and available for conferences and retreats.  

Along with a couple of colleagues, I was responsible for organising a retreat for 

District Chairs from the whole connexion, and it was Si©n Henderson who òfoundó 

Woodbrooke for us. We met there for four days recently, and were ably led by Gerard 

Hughes SJ, author of a number of books including the best - selling God of Surprises . It 

was a truly blessed time for a number of reasons.  

Firstly, I was able to take a walk down memory lane ð to Selly Oak Methodist Church 

where Barbara and I worshipped some 31 years ago; to 144 Bournbrook Road where 

we lived for the first year of our married life; to the University where some patient 

tutors endeavoured to teach me theology and Greek and Hebrew; and to Queenõs 

College where I learned of bit of how to be a Methodist minister. Nostalgia is a 

precious thing!  

Secondly, to sit at the feet of Gerard Hughes was a privilege. He was gentle with us. 

He asked each of us what we hoped for from the retreat, and was accepting of the 

many answers which mentioned time to rest and pray and just be. I am confident that 

each of us were granted just those things, as well as an insight into ways of praying 

and reflecting on scripture through an Ignatian approach.  

Thirdly, we were together as District Chairs without the normal crowded agenda of 

our gatherings ð and we werenõt even trying to match ministers and circuit 

appointments together at that time! Occasionally we did find ourselves discussing our 

shared responsibilities ð in our districts and across the connexion, but we didnõt have 

to.  

So what I give thanks for most is just the time set aside ð a genuine retreat.  

I do feel that each of us has the challenge to set time aside for ourselves, those close 

to us, and those for whom we care. Within the guidelines for Ministers holidays in 

CPD (Iõve mentioned that important book before) is the requirement for A minimum 

break of 24 hours each week, without structured work and if possible away from the 
manse . It would be good if church members could keep an eye on their ministers, and 

check if they are doing just that ð and it would be good if ministers would keep an 

eye on church members and check if they also are taking proper time for recreation 

and relaxation. We have made Godõs world just too busy for many people, and we 

need time to take stock, to enjoy, to wonder, and to rest.  

And if you think Iõve got it wrong, then turn to Genesis chapter 1 and reread verses 2 

and 3.  

Every blessing  

Stephen  

 

PS If your Bible is not to hand, then here are the verses: And on the seventh day 

God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 

the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed ité 
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Welcome to the June Edition 

of Yorsay.  

At the end of June the Annual 

Methodist Conference will be 

taking place in Ports-

mouth .Please pray for all the 

delegates Ordinands and 

Connexional Staff involved in 

the overall running of the 

Methodist Church.  

 



P a g e  2  

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

THE METHODIST CHURCH 

  
 

4 May 2010 

  

Churches appoint new Safeguarding Adviser 

  

Elizabeth Hall has been appointed to the post of Safeguarding Adviser for the Church of 

England and the Methodist Church in Britain. 

  

Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, General Secretary of the Methodist Church, said: "Our churches take 

the safety and wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults very seriously, and we have a 

responsibility to offer the highest standards in safeguarding. This role is central to that work 

and we are pleased to welcome Elizabeth to our team." 

  

The Rt Revd Anthony Priddis, Chair of the Church of England's Central Safeguarding Liaison 

Group, adds: "Elizabeth's range of experience in the statutory sector will be of great benefit 

in helping churches across both denominations keep up to date with the latest good prac-

tice in this area, and in offering professional support to our network of diocesan safeguard-

ing advisers." 

  
Elizabeth brings to the role 25 years' professional experience in the social work field as 

both a practitioner and as a manager within the Probation, Family Court Welfare and 

Guardian ad litem Services. She has also worked as a youth worker and foster carer. Most 

recently, Elizabeth has worked for Cafcass, the Children and Family Court Advisory and 

Support Service, since April 2001, initially as Regional Director for the North East Region 
and later as Head of Safeguarding. Elizabeth replaces Revd Pearl Luxon, who will be leav-

ing the role in September, following a four-month handover period, to become an inde-

pendent safeguarding consultant. 

  

Elizabeth said, "I am excited about taking on this role. I look forward to the opportunity to use my safeguarding and child protection 

expertise within the church communities." 

  

Elizabeth worships at a joint Anglican/Methodist church in central London and is a Methodist local preacher, but also preaches from 

time to time at the Anglican churches in the parish. 

  

 

 
 

Friday 29 October 2010 

7.30pm 
 

The Archbishop of York is visiting Scarborough this October and Scarborough Deanery warmly invite you to book this date and time in 

your diaries in the hope that we can fill the Futurist theatre (all 2,250 seats!). 

Further details as to how you can book your free ticket are  available during now by contacting Angela Courtney, Scarborough Deanery 

Secretary, Telephone 01723 377320 
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The Gifts of the  

Holy Spirit  

A fellowship day  

An opportunity to  

discover your gifts  

Led by Rev Geoff Floyd  

with  

teaching, discussion, prayer  

Saturday 19th June  

10.30amñ4.00pm 

 

Bethel Methodist Church  

Norton  

Bring a packed lunch  

drinks provided  

All welcome 

 PRINCEõS AVENUE HULL 

 On 28 February 2010 there were two baptismal services conducted by Revd Barbara Routley, B.Th., minister of the 

church.  

At the 10.30am service the adult baptism of BEHZAD GHOOLMAPOUR, a new Christian from Iran.  

Three men were received into membership, MANI SAJEDIN , ABBAS AHMADPOOR TORKAMANY, STEVE VENIMORE  

The  12 noon service was a  service of infant baptism for  OLIVIA MYERS, with three generations supporting.  

 The first language of a growing part of the congregation is Farsi (new Persian) and the baptism and reception of 

members today follows from earlier baptisms, for example the HOPE family, where SARA mother) and SAM (son) took 

new names at baptism, followed by WILLIAM (father), also from Iran. MANI is brother to SAM.  

New Testaments in Farsi have been given to new arrivals, and so far we try to provide a Farsi translation by digital 

projection of the Bible readings, and by saying the Lord's Prayer in our mother tongues.  

 On 21 March 2010 we recalled that it was New Year's Day in Iran, and families would remember each other  in prayer 

across national and religious borders.  

 Stephen Ripon  



Mind the Gap ð Africa, 
Jenny Hensman, (Please note new Box No.)  PO Box FM6, Famona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 

Home 002639 242313 mobile 07930 366121 jennyhensman@gmail.com   

May 2010 

Hi everyone,  

Greetings from Zimbabwe and from ôMind the Gapõ. Thank you for all the prayer, gifts and visits that we have received and which all help 

to sustain the work here. At present we have Ann, Charis, Christine and Peter staying, Steph is coming next week and Tina is practically a 

commuter between Sheffield and Bulawayo!! Each visitor brings a unique contribution to our life and work here, and we believe that they 

take away an added dimension to their own lives.  Please consider coming to visit! 

New House 

Our very exciting news is that we have just bought another house.  As with the others I did the deal with 

absolutely no money whatsoever!  I shared about the house at my ordination in January and within 2 

months the money had been given.  I never cease to be amazed by Godõs heart for these children.  We 

hope to have our new ôforeverõ home open around August so we can home another 10 youngsters.  Some 

renovation work is needed and we are so thankful to have an amazing couple, Bruce and Ingrid Hoatson 

who are overseeing this part.  We also have Ferrai, Maggieõs brother, who is staying at the property and 

working hard on the garden.  Our biggest prayer request is that we would find the right Matron/Mother as 

that is the key to its success.  Please pray. 

Pay for a day! (Child sponsorship) 

Whilst we are excited about opening a new home the reality is that we need another £1,800 per month to care for the ten children who 

will live there.  To keep one child in our homes costs £180 per month - this covers everything, food, school fees and staff salaries etc.  

We are able to grow some of the food needed which is a great help but are still left with the £180.  This breaks down to £6 per child per 

day ð so we are looking for people who could sponsor a child for one day a month at the cost of £6 (or 2 or 3 days in multiples of £6).  If 

that is something you might like to do please look at the attached sheet (if you get this via email it will be coming later) which has pic-

tures and profiles of our children.  Then set up a standing order with our bank and write your name and the childõs name as the refer-

ence.  Please let me know who you are sponsoring.  

Primrose 

Many of you will remember Primrose, the young girl who was so badly injured when she was hit by a truck in January 

2009. She is now living as part of the Windles family and is as cheerful and lively as the others. Although she is still 

unable to walk, she is getting used to her new wheelchair and becoming more independent.  An MRI scan revealed that 

she has compression on her spinal cord.  It is severe, but because there is some feeling in one of her legs, the surgeon 

feels it would be worth her having an op to see if it can be released.  I have spoken to a neuro-surgeon here in Harare 

but also we have a medical missionary, Sherrie, who is looking into the possibility of her going to America to a pediatric 

neuro-surgeon who is more experienced in this procedure.  Please pray that we have clear guidance for the way ahead 

for Primrose. 

Please Pray for Our Staff  

For Angela Motsi, our manager, as her health has not been so good recently, despite which she continues to do an amazing job at ôMind 

the Gapõ: Thembie, our office manager: Maggie, my PA and childrenõs worker: Bester, housemother at Emthunzini childrenõs home: 

Sibusiso, office worker: Mrs Hove, matron (mum) at ôThe Windlesõ: Georgina, deputy matron: Gladys, Rachel and Ankina, our carers: Li-

ason, Ferrai and Johannes, gardeners and security. 

New arrivals! 

We have a new addition to our Mind the Gap family after Langa, who is Primroseõs 16 year old sister, gave birth to little Wel-

come.  Itõs been great being able to be involved with Langa and have her stay at ôThe Windlesõ for the past few months 

whilst she was getting used to being a mum. This is an aspect of ministry that we would love to develop in time.  

Sibongikele 

We were recently approached by one of the hospitals to see if we could take Sibongikele into our home.  

She has severe hydro-cephalous and after two shunts  has been told there is little more that can be done for her.  

She is unable to walk,talk or eat, so is fed by a tube and is in bed most of the day.  Unless the Lord has a miracle for 

her she isnõt long for this world.  Rather than staying in hospital  

she has come to us where she can be cared for and have the children around who regularly go into her room to sing 

to her.  Please pray for Sibongikele. 

This has opened our eyes to the need for a home for children who are dying who have no family to care for them.  Please pray as we 

think this though and seek to find Godõs will. 

One of the joys of having been here for 5 years now is seeing some of the fruit of the work.  At the holiday club, led by Maggie and Shep-

herd, it was great to see Jacob who we first met as an 11 year old living in a hutch outside his granddadõs house. Jacob is now a cheerful 

and friendly 16 year old, in decent accommodation thanks to people who are supporting him.  Also seeing Sibusiso, who came on the 

first Willow Park camp, being a leader and helping the next generation to learn about Jesus.  Our holiday clubs are the highlight of the 

holidays for our children and such a good place to share with them about God and how much He loves them. 

As you can see, there is a lot going on.  The responsibility can sometimes feel a bit overwhelming, with so many vulnerable people being 

dependent upon us ð yet in all this we testify to Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides - as we seek to live out what is on His heart for this 

community at this time, then He continues to be faithful.  Thank you to all who are part of His plan of provision for us.   

With much love, Jenny 

 

Gifts can be sent to Mrs Joy Hensman, 25 St. Stephan Road, Bridlington, YO16 4DW.  Or put in our bank. . .  

Bank: HSBC     Name of account: Mind the Gap-Africa     Sort code: 40 02 16      Account No: 11507508  

mailto:jennyhensman@gmail.com


Methodist Publishing Resources 2010.  
 
I am delighted to say that MPH have announced their 2010 resources a bit earlier this year.  I hope that this will enable me to ob-
tain them earlier than last year and that this will help those of you who like to distribute the prayer handbooks before the year be-
gins.  
 
Diaries  - this year there will be 3: 
 
Standard                                                                                                         £7.00 
Interleaved                                                                                                      £10.00 
Filofax (making a welcome return for those disappointed last year!)             £10.00 
 
Leather Personal Organiser (Filofax Cover) (diary not included)                  £7.00 

Made in leather with larger rings to hold diary inserts for more than one year and an inside pocket with spaces for three 
credit cards. Foam padded with gold blocked Orb and Cross, strap and press stud closure and four gilt corners. 

 
Originally I was told diaries would be available in August, but the website now says June so I will place an order at the end of May 
for any diaries ordered at that time. 
 
Prayer Handbooks . 
This year the Prayer Handbook will be called "God's Open Word".  As last year it will cost £3 per copy, or £27.50 for 10 cop-
ies.  Prayer Handbooks should be available from August.  Large print A4 versions are also available at the same price as the 
standard edition. 
 
As with last year I will charge £2.75 rather than £3 per individual copy if ordered in advance.  MPH are less happy to send stock 
on sale or return than in the past.  It will help me greatly if you can let me have bulk orders for Prayer Handbooks by the end of 
July so that I can request orders together.  (Earlier ordering helps MPH decide their print run size.) 
 
9Membership Tickets  
2010/2011 membership tickets will be available very shortly priced £7.50 for 50, large print £5.50 per 20.  (I am happy to order in 
bulk for the District and split packs between circuits to avoid waste (as we did last year) if this helps - so please say how many 
you really need rather than being bound by blocks of 50 or 20.)   
 

Methodist Publishing have rebranded the 'In Your Pocket' guides under the new name of 'A Gift Of.'    

These pocket sized publications are designed so that churches can give them away (Editions include A Gift of 
Love; Christmas; Easter; Peace) 

 
New - a similar publication soon to be released is Glimpses of the Word . 
Glimpses of the Word, offers readers an inspiring collection of images, prayers and reflections on the Bible. 
Readers are encouraged to listen to scripture and consider what God might be saying to them personally. The 
booklet is designed as a starting-point to help people to get more engaged with the Bible in their daily lives and is 
ideal for personal or group reflection, but churches are also encouraged to share its insights with their communi-
ties by giving the booklets away.  Pack of 50 booklets: £5.00  
 
 

MPH are planning to release a new catalogue at the end of May and you can visit their website to see the full range of products 
available.  www.mph.org.uk  

You can, of course, order directly from MPH, but for those who wish to order centrally and save on postage I will place orders on 
behalf of the District.  The orders can either be collected at Synod on 11th September or we can agree an earlier transfer where 
this is feasible.   
Orders for collection at Synod on 11 September should be with me by Friday 20 August please.  
 
If you think I might be able to help with other MPH items do please ask, I will see what I can do.   
DDE@yorkhullmethodist.org.uk   Telephone 01347 838569 

Many thanks for your continued support for Methodist Publishing.  

Tricia 

Tricia Mitchell  
District Development Enabler  
York and Hull District  
 

  

http://www.mph.org.uk
mailto:DDE@yorkhullmethodist.org.uk


 

 

Methodist app now available on App Store  

The Methodist Church today announced the launch of their first app for iPhone and iPod touch.  The Methodist 

App  enables people to view daily bible studies, prayers and news from the Church.  

Toby Scott,  Director of Communications and Campaigns, said, òIn todayõs society our lives are busier, fuller and more 

distracted than ever before. We hope this  app will offer Christians  from all backgrounds a little spiritual oasis in 

the  midst of their busy lives. This is only the start for how weõll use these technologies, but already this is something 

that people will find useful  and  inspiring.ó 

The Methodist App features include:  

-  Daily audio and written Bible studies, featuring a different author each week  

-  Prayer of the day  

-  The latest news stories from the Methodist Church in Britain  

-  Topical podcasts from Methodist Web Radio  

-  The latest tweets from the Churchõs Twitter feeds 

 

The Methodist  App is available now for free from the App Store or at  http://

www.itunes.com/appstore . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commission for Rural Communities (CRC) release óRural Advocate Report 2010ô: 

 The CRC have, released the 2010 Rural Advocate Report. This yearõs report focuses on issues affecting children and 

young people living and working in rural England.  It says that too many young people are leaving 

rural communities. The Revd. Dr  Stuart Burgess (Chairman of the CRC and the Government's Rural 

Advocate) has outlined several issues affecting the sustainability of the countryside, substantiated 

with robust recommendations. The report also focuses on some examples of inspirational individuals 

who have overcome some of the challenges facing their communities. As well as calling on policy-

makers to demonstrate a better understanding of the challenges facing rural young people, Dr Bur-

gessõs report puts forward practical solutions, including: Flexible planning to create more affordable rural housing; 

New ways to meet employment and training needs in more isolated areas; Greater efforts by schools and universities 

to raise young peopleõs aspirations; A renewed focus on providing integrated public transport; and A push to improve 

mobile phone coverage and broadband services in rural areas. To read the report in full, please go to the CRC website   

http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/files/CRC118 - rural - advocate - report.pdf  

  

http://www.itunes.com/appstore
http://www.itunes.com/appstore
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/files/CRC118-rural-advocate-report.pdf
http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/


Wesley Study Centre  

Following our Summer School Planning meeting on Friday 12 April, after much prayerful thought and discussion, the 

decision was made to cancel the 2010 Summer School at Ushaw College. Disappointingly, bookings were low and 

those present at the meeting all felt that the Summer School wasn't viable as the 4 - day event we had been planning.  

 Following this decision, the WSC staff met together to discuss possible ways forward and decided that we would still 

run a 'One Day Only' event on Tuesday 13 July at St John's College with guest speaker Steve Chalke, performance art-

ists Applecart and Jane Kitson leading worship. Seminars and workshops will still run but may need some adjustment.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies of this Leaflet have been sent to your Superintendents and Circuit Admin Offices    

Organ Concerts  
Central Methodist Church York  

Thursday lunchtimes 12.30pm  

27 May 2010 Nicholas Page (All Saints North Street, York) 
10 June 2010 Christopher Newton (St Bartholomew, Armley) 
24 June 2010 Raymond Sturdy (Old Malton Priory) with the choir of Cliff 
School, Wakefield 
8 July 2010 Klementyna Zastawniak (York) 
22 July 2010 Matthew Atherton (Barnard Castle School) 
5 August 2010 Nigel Holdsworth (York) 
19 August 2010 Francis Jackson (Organist Emeritus York Minster) 
2 September 2010 Philip Moore (Organist Emeritus York Minster) 
16 September 2010 Philip Paul (York Central Methodist) 
30 September 2010 David Pipe (York Minster) 

  

Friday evenings at 7.30pm  

2 July 2010 Robert Sharpe (York Minster) 
13 August 2010 Raymond Sturdy (Old Malton Priory) 

10 September 2010 Christopher Nickol (New Kilpatrick Church, Glasgow) 



 


