
 

 

A P R I L  2 0 1 0  
 

Welcome to the April Edition 

of Yorsay. I apologise that it 

is later than normal but this 

is due to the visit of David 

Gamble to the District  

 

We are in the run up to Local 

and a General Election and 

you will find an article in 

these pages from the 

Churches Regional Com-

mision on holding Election 

meetings ñI have available a 

list of questions including 

sources for information for 

candidates . If you would like 

a copy then just e mail me 

and I will forward it on to 

you.  

 

 

With the Presidentõs Visit in full swing there has not been an oppor-

tunity for Stephen to write a message for this edition  

I take a copy of a recent entry from David & Richards Presidential-

Blog  http://www.methodist -presandvp.blogspot.com/  

 

 

Lambeth Palace on a bright spring afternoon makes a pretty impressive 
venue for a meeting. As you arrive and leave you can't help but be aware 

of the Palace of Westminster on the other side of the Thames.  
 
Each year a meeting is held betweeen the President and Vice -President of the 
Methodist Conference and the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. This year's 
meeting took place in Lambeth Palace. We were made most welcome and had the 
chance to discuss many things relating to both our churches and to the wider Angli-
can and Methodist communions around the world.  
 
 
(Pictured are:  
Canon Jonathan Goodall, Vice-President Richard Vautrey, the Bishop of Guildford, 
The Archbishop of York, Mr William Fittall, the President of the Conference, Canon 

Dr Paul Avis, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Secretary of the Conference Martyn 
Atkins, Assistant Secretary Ken Howcroft.)  

A VERY HAPPY EASTER TO YOU ALL  



  

The  Vice President of the Methodist Conference  

The President and Vice President of the Methodist Conference - Revd David Gamble and Dr Richard Vautrey - blog their year of office, 

which started on 4 July 2009 at the annual Conference. Read about the places they visit, the people they meet and the issues that con-

cern them. 

Sunday, 21 February 2010 

Sutton on Hull  

This weekend Iõve gone from coast to coast, and the snow seems to have followed me. Today I made the 

slow and careful journey along a snow-covered M62 to Sutton on Hull, in the York and Hull District, to 

share in the 150th anniversary service of the building currently used by Sutton Methodists. There have 

though been Methodists worshiping in Sutton for over 200 years. 

 

It was worth the journey as I was given a wonderfully warm greeting and it was good to be able to cele-

brate together not just what has happened over the last 150 years, but also what God might have in 

store in the years to come. 

 

 

 

Following the service I shared in a faith lunch and was given the honour of cutting the anniversary cake. I then 

headed to the bean bags on the stage where òHot Chocolateó can usually be found meeting when they leave the 

morning service. They are a group of 11 to 16 year olds and today they were also joined by the younger church 

group òMilkshakeó. We shared in hot chocolate and a wide ranging chat together. As the stage can be a drafty 

place they presented me with a fleece blanket, which I thought might be useful for my journey home!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local minister Rev Keith Borwick then took me to nearby Bran-

sholme, one of the largest council estates in the country and with 

some of the highest levels of deprivation. We visited the small Meth-

odist Church on the estate which was full with a buzz of activity that 

comes with Messy Church. We also met with Hull (East) Circuit super-

intendent Rev John Stanton. The church building has been subjected 

to repeated vandalism, but the small but faithful congregation contin-

ues to meet weekly and the building is also well used by the local 

community during the week. However they have recently started 

Messy Church during the week, following the successful example at nearby Sutton, and they have attracted quite a number of new fami-

lies who wouldnõt otherwise come along to the Sunday service.  

 

For one week only theyõd kindly moved to a Sunday so I could join in. The session was lead by Children and Family Worker Julia Gaines, 

and she was supported by her fiancé Matt who is also a lay worker but in neighbouring Hull (West) Cir-

cuit. Theyõd met at one of the annual Methodist Lay Workers conferences. 

The theme for today was the prodigal son, and pigs formed the centre of the craft activities. This was 

followed by an entertaining interpretation of the gospel story and then baked potatoes all-round. I have 

picked up from quite a number of churches now about how successful Messy Church can be, and Bran-

sholme was no exception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posted by Richard Vautrey on the President & Vice President Blog site http://methodist-presandvp.blogspot.com/ 

Chairõs Coffee Morning 

 

The Next Coffee Morning is on Saturday 17th April 10 am at 

the Chairõs Manse 28 The Green Acomb York. 

http://methodist-presandvp.blogspot.com/
http://methodist-presandvp.blogspot.com/2010/02/sutton-on-hull.html


 

 

Haxby and Wigginton Scarecrow Festival 2010  

 

The 4th Haxby and Wigginton Scarecrow Festival will be held on Saturday 1st May, Sunday 2nd May and Monday 3rd May 2010. 

Trails (£2 per trail) will be available to purchase between 10.30 am and 4.30 pm on each of these days at Haxby and Wigginton 

Methodist Church. There will be refreshments and light lunches served in the Methodist Church Hall until 6pm each day, and other 

refreshment stops will be located on some of the trails.  There will also be craft and childrenõs activities taking place throughout 

the day. 

To register to make a scarecrow and include it on one of our trails (closing date 31 March 2010), or for more information about 
the event, please contact Rob or Steph Cooper on haxbyscarecrows@hotmail.com or 01904 761605, or complete our online regis-

tration form at: www.haxbyandwiggintonmethodistchurch.org.uk 

All proceeds from the festival will be split between the DEC Haiti Appeal, Christian Aid and local community projects.   

Weõll look forward to seeing you! 

VISITING OTHER PARTS OF THE DISTRICT 

Do you arrange coach parties from your Church to visit other areas within the District ?  

Do you search around for places to eat or have a cup of tea ?  

We may have the answer look on the Accommodation page of the District web site  

http://www.yorkhullmethodist.org.uk/accom.php  

Where not only are there Hotels Cottages and Holiday Flats but Churches offering teas etc for Coach parties  

Why not try them out  

mailto:haxbyscarecrows@hotmail.com
http://www.haxbyandwiggintonmethodistchurch.org.uk/

