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From the Chairds Desk

Welcome to the March Edition

In February | mentioned the Covenant Prayer which Methodists hold dear, and to which a com-
mitment is made annually, normally early in each New Year. In February, | gathered those in
their early years of ordained ministry together for a retreat. During that time away, someone
said how much they would like to see more visionary leadership within the Methodist Church i
someone who is noticed by the media when they speak out.

of Yorsay.

| understand that some peo-
ple are a little concerned

bout th t of col . .
aROUEENE amOtnt of COIoUr Lo and behold 7 following an address to the Church of England General Synod, the President

used in this publication espe- of Conference suddenly found himself the centre of much media interest. There were articles
cially ifithastobe re - in the main quality newspapers, an interview with John Humphrys on the Today Programme,
further interest in the Sunday Programme, and of course coverage in the Methodist Recorder

printed for display in a and the Church Times.

church. Whilst | respect that
The President and Vice-President had been describing their roles within the Methodist Church,
and then moved on to comment on the covenant relationship between the two churches,
attracting attention and if | signed back in 2003. Yes, over six years ago the Church of England and the Methodist Church
may be so bold there is noth- solemnly promised that: We commit ourselves, as a priority, to work to overcome the remain-
ing obstacles to the organic unity of our two churches, on the way to the full visible unity of
Christ's Church. That is the first of six commitments.

view Colour is a means for

ing to stop the reprints being
done in monochrome ie use

The final paragraph of t:hveihoBisteapprodch the Gogenaat avithr
the black ink only setting on the Church of England in the spirituality
your printer. me have all things | et me have nothingd, wg

England as well. We are prepared to go out of existence not because we are declining or fail-
Also as some of you may be ing in mission, but for the sake of mission. In other words we are prepared to be changed and
aware we are looking at a even to cease having a separate existence as a Church if that will serve the needs of the King-

dom. 0

major revamp of the District
I make no apologies for repeating at some length what many of you will have already heard or

Web Site and in view of that
! i view read, and maybe even have been surprised about. Some of the media loved it. David Gamble

would it be possible for any was reported as having said that he wanted the Methodist Church to go out of business, or get
adverts intended for the taken over by the Church of England.
Website that contain graphics But read again carefully what he saidi and note that it is Godds
to be sent to me in pdf form Can anyone really argue with that? There is much more work to be done before we will be

ready to come togetheri s o | et 6s work even harder at it/

as this will eliminate at least

one process | have to do to May God bless us and all our partners in the work to which God calls us.

get it ready for the web and Stephen Burgess

will lead to a new way of dis- (Chair of District)

playing the adverts. Thank PS You can read more about the address to the General Synod on the District website,
and the full text is available at www.methodist.org.uk/covenant.

you



http://www.methodist.org.uk/covenant

Visit of the President of the Methodist Conference

Rev David Gamble

20th - 24th march 2010

Saturday 20" March

1000 Service to commemorate the 30 anniversary of the death of Oscar Romerdrork Minster

Sunday 2%t March

1000 Preaching at Eucharist York Minster

1830 Preaching at United CircuitService- Clowes Methodist Church, Hull (West) Circuit

Monday 22d March

1000-1530 Continuing Development in Ministry Day (for ministers and lay employeeGgateway Centre, Acomb
1930 Men's Fellowship- Derringham Bank Methodist Church, Hull West) Circuit

Wednesday 24 March
0800 Breakfast at Carecent Central Methodist Church, York (South) Circuit

1900 attending Ebor Lecture given by the Rt Hon Tony Berviork Minster

STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH FI1J |

FOLLOWING a coup in 2006, an interim Government is in place in Fiji, led by Commodore Frank Bainimarama. After

the courts ruled the coup illegal in April 2009 he abrogated the constitution. All the major democratic institutions are

now suspended or controlled, including the parliament, the media and now the Methodist Church. The temporary

Public Emergency Regulations continue to be renewed each month, under which nine leaders of Methodist Church Fiji
(MCF) are charged with attending an unauthorised meeting of the Conference's standing committee.

The nine accused Church leaders went to court on January 8 for a pre - trial hearing. When they got there they discov-
ered that the magistrate who was supposed to be hearing the case was one of three who had just been dismissed by

the Government, along with the country's director of public prosecutions. The hearing was deferred to March.

Commodore Bainimarama has since announced that the MCF will not be allowed to hold their annual Conference until
2014 at the earliest - the year he has promised to hold democratic elections in Fiji. In addition, the Government -
controlled press has reported that some of the Methodist ministers have now also been accused by the Government

of being paid informers for the previous Government (the one ousted in the 2006 coup).

I

n December, World Church partnerships co - ordinator Steve Pearce visited Fiji, partly to express British Methodists'
solidarity with the accused Church leaders and also to look for ways of supporting the Church in its ordinary life 24).

Steve said, "As ever in Fiji, a lasting impression is the sight and sound of prayer at all times and in all places - always
before meals, snacks, meetings or journeys and whenever you pass a church there are usually two or three people at
prayer. At Methodist headquarters many of the local women have been taking part in midnight prayer vigils since the

arrest of their leaders. "Despite its difficulties, MCF is engaging in some creative initiatives. Together with local UN

staff, the Church's Citizenship Department has run 93 workshops on good governance s with more planned, giving

local people the opportunity to develop skills in recognising what constitutes fair and open decision - making."
One of the nine accused Church leaders, the RevTuikilakila Wagairatu, had a message for their UK supporters: "Tell

the Methodists in Britain we are spiritually strong in this difficulty," he said. "Tell them we are OK!"



PHOTOS FROM THE REOPENING OF SHERBURN METHODIST CHURCH

TO SEE THE FULL MONTAGE [50 Photos] GO TO

http://www.yorkhullmethodist.org.uk/news.php?id=39
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Methodist Council had a packed agenda, with a variety of fruitful discussions. You can view the Council papers online http:/

www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=2895

Following a lively discussion at Council, the social media guidelines are now under open review. You can check out the guide-
lines http://docs.google.com/Doc?docid=0AalGTYFx5M8dZGRzcWc2NXNfNGdjdjcONWdk&hl=en
and email Toby Scott , director of communications and campaigns, with your comments - scottt@methodistchurch.org.uk.

The Quiet Garden Movement
Annual Gathering

Al Quiat Gardenars and frands are Invited to

Opening the Gate
Keynole addresses

Fractured Light «
A random b of some s
in places where things grow
by The Very Rev Dominic Milroy 0SB
A mork of Ampietorn Abbay

The Garden in the Heart -
Towards an ecology of the soul's seasons
by he Revd Philip Roderick
Founder-Director of the Quiet Garden Movemant
In the afternoon Quiet Gardeners will share stories
There will be time for stifiness and discussion
Christ Church Heworth York
on 17" April 2010
10am for 10.30 start - dpm
Plaase bring a packed nch. Drinks and soup wil be provided
Cost £10
Pre-bocking is essential please contac! us for @ booking form:
E-mail: guiet.garden@ukonling.co.uk
Tel: (1494 434873
The Quiet Garden Trust
Kerridge Ho Woodside Close

Amersham, Bucks, HPé SEF
U

www. quietgarden.co.uk

Quiet Garden Movement Gathering York 17 April

The Quiet Garden Movement is aworld - wide ecu-
menical Christian ministry of hospitality and prayer
which promotes reflection and contemplation in the
context of God's love. It fosters the provision of quiet
spaces, large and small, creating sanctuaries of still-
ness and refreshment in private homes or public

places such as a church, school or hospital.

We have a Gathering each year for anyone interested

in our ministry.  This year we are coming north to He-
worth, York for our meeting on 17 April. We would be
especially delighted to welcome those from the area

to join us.

Anyone interested in the Quiet Garden Movement is
welcome to join us but booking is essential. Keynote
speakers: The Very Rev Dominic Milroy OSB from Am-
pleforth Abbey and The Revd Philip Roderick, Founder

- Director of the Quiet Garden Movement. Details and
booking form can be obtained from
quiet.garden@ukonline.co.uk  or

www.quietgarden.co.uk

Mary -Anne

Mary-Anne Hall Administrator
The Quiet Garden Trust
Kerridge House

42 Woodside Close
Amersham

Buckinghamshire

HP6 5EF
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A
The Methodist ChurcI’T'

NEWS RELEASE

11 February 2010
Methodist President and Vic€resident affirm commitment to a covenant relationship with the Church of England
OWe are prepared to be changed as a Church if that will serve

The President and the Viceresident of the Methodist
Conference addressed the
Synod this morning, expr
commitment to a covenant relationship with the Churct
of England and answering questions from synod mem-
bers in a discussion following their address.

Revd David Gamble and Dr Richard Vautrey said that
the Covenant relationshi
mitted relationshipd and
said that responses to the challenges of the Covenant
should be driven by a desire for mission.

Revd David Gamble said:
gracious covenant relationship with us and with our
churches, we are in a covenant with each other. For
better for worse, for richer for poorer, but always for th
gospel . 6

Dr Richard Vautrey talked about the work that the twe Churche
change and support for the Citizens for Sanctuary campaign.
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OWe can and do work together on issues of social justyice, on
and our world, 6 said Dr Vautrey. O0There is more that wmwm coul d
a visit to Israel/Palestine. There can be few other places in the world where the cries for justice and peace strike deepierthe

heart. We know that Archbishop Rowan is shortly to visit Israel, and perhaps on his return we should explore ways that W cou

jointly work to help Methodists and Anglicans to respond to the increasingly desperate cries for help coming from the Haly.d.a

Revd David Gamble posed the question of how the two Churches could respond to the challenges of thecBitury; a society of
different faiths, cultures and histories.

oMet hodi sts approach the Covenant with the Church of Engl and i
ble. 0So when we say to God 6l et me have all things Hoet me ha
England as well. We are prepared to go out of existence not because we are declining or failing in mission, but for thecfakis-

sion. In other words we are prepared to be changed and even to cease having a separate existence as a Church if that wél ser

the needs of the Kingdom. 6

For the full text of the addresswww.methodist.org.uk/covenanor www.yorkhullmethodist.org.uk/news.php?id=208

Citizens for Sanctuary campaigrinttp://www.citizensforsanctuary.org.uk/

Text PRAYNOW to 82088
Free weekly prayer texts from the Methodist Church

Following a successful pilot, the Methodist Church is now offering free weekly prayer texts to help Methodists join in prétrehun-
dreds of others on topical and personal issues.

To receive the texts people simply send a text message reading PRAYNOW to 82088, which will be charged at their standawtinetw
rate. All of the prayer texts they receive will be free of charge.

Users of the pilot service were asked to text in their feedback and the result was overwhelmingly positive. June M textedsim y , 0 |
wel come those prayertime texts, they make me stop & pr Anghewhat e
user said, OMany thanks this service is of great val ussidamwmd hel

be our priorities. o

ol feel moved by the idea that people across the countstar,theare b
Churchds I nternet Communications Coordinator. OAlthoughtomany f
PRAYNOW it will remind them that they are part of a growing co
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Robert Peston delivers Ebor Lecture in York Minster

7TKH %% &-V %XVLQHVYV (GLWRU DQG 5R\DO 7THOHYLVLRQ 6RFLHW\:V -RXUQDOLVW RI W

the global financial crisis when he addressed an audience of around 1300 in York Minster on 10 February as part of the

current Ebor Lecture series. Recently named as the most highly rated business journalist in the UK, the title of his lecture

ZDV ":KDW +DYH :H /HDUQHG IURP WKH :RUVW )LQDQFLDO DQG (FRQRPLF &ULVLV VLQ
V'

Avoiding much of the technical jargon often associated with such discussion, he outlined the

causes of the current crisis and suggested some steps that might be taken to prevent a regu-

lar recurrence of such difficulties. He advocated an end to the arrogance and complacency

RIWHQ VKRZQ E\ WKH KLIJIKHVW HDUQHUV LQ WKH ILQDQFLDO VHFWRU DQG WKHLU fL

HW\- ZLWK D QHZ VHQVH RI DFFRXQWDELOLW\ OU 3HVWRQ DOVR HQFRXUDJHG WKH G

democratic and transparent systems for economic decision -making and financial monitoring.

The next lecture will be given by the Rt Hon Tony Benn; tickets can be requested via the Ebor
lectures page on the District Web Site.

Professor Sebastian Kim of York St John University and a member of the organising commit-
WHH VDLG "7KH (ERU /HFWXUHV ZHUH HVWDEOLVKHG LQ LQ UHVSRQVH WR WKH J
church to engage with public issues in the wider community. They are aimed at promoting
debate on subjects such as the credit crisis which affect everyone. The time has come when
ZH QHHG WR TXHVWLRQ RXU YDOXHV LQ EXVLQHVYV GHDOLQJVY DV ZHOO DV LQ RXU St
tures are sponsored by York Institute for Community Theology, York St John University, York
Minister, the Order of Carmelites, and the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and
the Humber.



