
From the Chairõs Desk 

Is it really stationing time again?  I suppose I too might well have asked that question at one time ï until, 

that is, I became immersed in one of the most mysterious but highly important aspects of our life within 

Godôs Methodist Church. We probably all know that Methodist Ministers move in August ï much to the 

delight of removals firms, no doubt. But the process starts well before that. 

Ministers, both Presbyters and Deacons, will start to consider whether they might move appointments at 

least fifteen months before it actually happens. In May each year, Kate Woolley (our District Lay 

Representative for Stationing) and I brief ministers and circuit stewards about the whole process ï looking 

ahead to the following year. We explain what happens when a minister and circuit are considering whether 

an appointment should be extended, or whether it is right for a change. A consultation is organised within 

the local churches, the circuit and any other areas in which the minister is involved; the Circuit Invitation 

Committee considers the responses and discerns whether to recommend an extension to the ministerôs 

appointment; the Circuit Stewards meet with the minister; a decision is made whether to take a 

recommendation for an extension to the September Circuit Meeting, when a vote is taken. 

To say that it is a tense time for both ministers and circuit stewards would be an understatement ï and all 

those concerned need, and I hope are supported by, the prayers of all those involved. But we trust that it is 

a process of discerning Godôs will for a circuit, for a minister, and for the wider church. 

When a minister is going to move the following summer, then a chain of events is put in motion. Deacons 

consult with the Methodist Diaconal Order, through whom their stationing is undertaken. Presbyters meet 

with Kate Woolley and me as they prepare their personal profile; similarly, circuit stewards meet with us to 

prepare the circuitôs profile of the appointment to be filled; and both profiles are submitted to Stationing 

Administration at Methodist Church House. And then we wait for the publication of the books ï one book 

with ministersô profiles, and one with circuit appointment profiles. 

The tense time continues! Presbyters study the circuit profiles in order to identify those appointments to 

which they feel God might be calling them; circuit stewards similarly seek to identify ministers with 

appropriate gifts and experience. And then I head for the meetings of the Stationing Matching Group - 

residential meetings of all Chairs of District plus some others. In a carefully organised process, we seek to 

match ministers to appointments, starting with superintendents and then other circuit presbyters. Presbyters 

visit the appointment in order for them, and the Circuit Invitation Committee, to discern whether the match 

should be confirmed. Sometimes we have to go back to the matching group for a another attempt, but in 

our deliberations we trust that all factors can be carefully and prayerfully considered so that the best 

possible match between minister and circuit is achieved ï bearing in mind always the needs of the whole 

Methodist Connexion, not just our own district or circuit. 

At the final session of the annual Methodist Conference, by a standing vote the stations of the ministers for 

the ensuing year are confirmed, and in early September new ministers are formally welcomed into their new 

appointments, but already the next yearôs process is underway ï so itôs not a case of it being stationing time 

again, it always is! 

Please do pray for those ministers, and those close to them, who will be looking to new appointments; for 

those with responsibilities in the circuits who are seeking new ordained colleagues; and for all of us who 

striving to discern what matches will best serve Godôs Church. 

Every blessing 

Stephen 

PS If you would like to know more about the Stationing Process, then do consult The Constitutional 

Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church and The Connexional Good Practice Guide for all involved 

in Stationing ï or on second thoughts, chat with Kate or with me! 
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Welcome to the 

October Edition 

of Yorsay.  

I must apologise 

if a story or infor-

mation you were 

expecting to be 

in this edition 

has not been 

published. This is 

because as I was 

backing up the 

files the Hard 

discõs on my 

computer 

crashed and all 

the information 

was destroyed. I 

have been able to 

find some of the 

articles as they 

had been backed 

up on line but 

some I am afraid 

have been lost.  
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CAFOD and Christian Aid are holding an event in York to 

draw attention 

to the issue of climate justice as part of the run-up to 

the UN talks on 

climate change in Copenhagen. We are looking to make 

a WAVE of peaceful 

protest around York Minster from 10.30am on Saturday 

24 October. Details 

are on the attached poster.  

 

We also need up to 50 event stewards to help us mar-

shal people 

effectively on the day. 

 

Would you be so kind as to publicise the event through-

out Methodist Circuits in the area inviting people to 

attend and to help with stewarding. 

If people require any further details they can contact me 

either by emailing dcross@cafod.org.uk or on the tele-

phone number below. 

Many thanks in anticipation of your support. 

 

Best wishes 

 

David 

 

David Cross 

CAFOD Diocesan Manager 

Diocese of Middlesbrough 

54 Blossom Street 

York 

YO24 1AP 

 

Tel: 01904 671 767 

Fax: 01904 658 054 

  

VITRUVIAN TRIATHALON  

You may recall from last months 

Yorsay that Rev Rory Dalgleish was 

òducking outó of Synod to take part 

in the Vitruvian Triathalon around 

Rutland Water. The race is Half-

Ironman distance, and comprises a 1.2 

mile swim, 53mile cycle and 13 mile run.  

He is fundraising for Amnesty Interna-

tional again after raising a tidy sum last 

year doing a 97 mile non-stop canoe 

race around the Cheshire Ring Canals, 

and has a fundraising page at 

www.justgiving.com/

rorysepicadventures   which can be 

used online, or you can contact Rory 

directly (01904 414398) to arrange a 

contribution in person or by cheque if 

you would like to do so. Any donations 

would be welcome in the direction of a 

very good cause.  

[Photos (c) Vitruvian and Show Rory in the Race] 

mailto:dcross@cafod.org.uk
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Wedding Fayre �±  

Cottingham Methodist  

October 3rd 10am-3pm.  

�&�R�W�W�L�Q�J�K�D�P���0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W���L�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���D���O�H�D�I���R�X�W���R�I���0�D�U�N�H�W���:�H�L�J�K�W�R�Q�¶�V��
book and has organised a Wedding Fayre to be held at our church 
on Saturday the 3rd of October from 10am- 3pm.  

There will be two catwalk shows, one at midday and the second at 
���S�P�����O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���D�L�V�O�H�����Z�L�W�K���G�U�H�V�V�H�V���I�U�R�P�����-�D�F�T�X�H�O�L�Q�H�¶�V��
�*�R�Z�Q�¶�V���D�Q�G���P�H�Q�V�Z�H�D�U���I�U�R�P���/�H�Q���%�H�F�N���W�D�L�O�R�U�V�����D�Q�G���K�D�L�U���E�\���'�L�]�]�\�¶�V���� 

This is a Cottingham centric event, and all of the suppliers are ei-
ther local, or within a stones throw of the village. We have two 
�W�\�S�H�V���R�I���O�L�P�R�¶�V�����F�D�N�H���P�D�N�H�U�V�����S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�V�����Y�H�Q�X�H�V�����V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V����
lingerie, florists �± you name it we have it, including the minister! .  


